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Czech it out! 60,000 kolaches in the oven for festival celebration!

Caldwell, Texas (The Kolache Capital of Texas) –The 23rd Annual Kolache Festival is scheduled for Saturday, September 8th, 2007.  The one day event begins at 9:00 a.m. and continues around the downtown area “on the square” until 5:00 p.m. The festival covers the Courthouse Square and spills over into the adjoining streets and businesses to host more than 20,000 visitors.  Admission is free.  Shuttle busses will be available from Caldwell High School on State Highway 21 and the Burleson County Fairgrounds on State Highway 36 South.

Kolaches are small wedding pastries made with fruit or meat toppings and fillings and when fresh and hot, they’re about the best thing a person can wrap a lip around.   Bakers have competed for twenty-one years to win the coveted title of “Burleson County Grand Champion”.  In 2003, by state-wide demand, the Kolache Bake Show expanded to five divisions, including a “State Grand Champion” and “Burleson County Grand Champion”, plus a youth division for both Burleson County & State Division. Visit our website at burlesoncountytx.com and click on “Kolache Festival”, where you can view the guidelines and entry form.  The Bake Show competition features celebrity judges from far and wide casting their votes for the absolutely best kolache.  

A local favorite is the Kolache Eating Contest.  Individual and team competitors will entertain the crowd in fun to win the championship-eating contest with cash prizes awarded.  There are plenty of Kolache Bake Shoppe vendors to buy by the dozen and take some home.  

The daylong Kolache Festival will feature continuous entertainment on two stages, featuring many bands, musicians, Czech singers and dancers.  The festival also features Czech Adventureland, Quilt Show, Street Rod & Classic Car Show, Antique Engines & Machine Show, and a Fine Arts Show (featuring Dalhart Windberg, as well as other featured artists).  Demonstrations of cane weaving, gristmill, egg decorating, dulcimer players, pottery and other lost arts continue during the day.  One hundred and fifty juried arts and crafts vendors will be scattered throughout the Festival.  In addition, you can visit the Burleson County Czech Heritage Museum and the Kraitchar House Museum.  Also, check out the Genealogy section.  The festival will also feature the “Kolache 5K Krunch Run/Walk,” and a Golf Tournament – 4 Man Scramble. 

###

Early in the state’s history a hearty band of Czechoslovakian immigrants arrived in Central Texas to colonize what was to become Burleson County, bringing their own order and traditions to the area.  A powerful sense of culture continues and for the last 20 years has drawn to a focus at the annual Kolache Festival in Caldwell.  Food, music and customs reign during the Festival and give visitors a chance to enjoy one of the state’s more cohesive ethnic traditions.  

The 71st Legislature of the State of Texas proclaimed Caldwell the “Kolache Capital of Texas” and commended its citizens on their significant accomplishments in promoting the heritage of their Czech ancestors.

Caldwell, Texas is located in central Texas, 22 miles southwest of Bryan-College Station, 100 miles northwest of Houston, 75 miles northeast of Austin and 175 miles south of Dallas-Fort Worth at the intersection of State Highways 21 and 36.  Caldwell is within 200 miles of 85% of the total population of the state.
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